Introduction
Forensic analysis has extended into several disciplines including, but not limited to, odontology, chemistry, anthropology, microscopy and so forth. Identification of trace body fluids at a crime scene is paramount in forensic investigations. Body fluids like saliva, blood, semen can be important to criminal investigations and the information derived from them may aid in successful resolution of judicial processes. Saliva as an evidence material is not found very often but may be important in various types of abuse cases. It can be found on skin surfaces, food materials 1 and envelopes amongst many others 2
Background
Bite mark evidence plays an important role in criminal cases involving abuse and has been used as evidence in court. Bites could originate from either the victim or the perpetrator as a mode of defense or as intent to cause injury by the perpetrator respectively. Either way they could contain forensic information 3 Bite marks on skin normally contain several forms of injuries but most of them also have some contact of the soft tissues 4 . During the process of contact between teeth and skin, the contact of soft tissues result in conveyance of traces of saliva which may be collected during post examination of the bite mark by swabbing the area around the bite mark. This sample would then be compared to a sample from the suspect. This is possible when the suspect is known and a sample from him is obtained. The hypothesis behind this manuscript is "what if the suspect is unknown, What if all we have is a saliva sample with no dental markers enough to identify the perpetrator? Would we be able to isolate salivary markers found in diseases and try and match them with people know to have that condition to arrive at a positive identification of the suspect? The aim of this review is to shed some light on various manifestations of diseases on the oral cavity and advocate the use of human saliva to identify diseases that may lead us to the suspect in cases involving bite marks.
Saliva
Saliva is a product of the pairs of major salivary glands and several minor salivary glands present in the oral cavity and the buccal cheeks. The advantages of using saliva over blood have been attributed to its ease of access (except in cases of xerostomia), low costs in acquiring samples and ease of handling (in people with homophobia) and its noninvasive collection techniques. The presence of protein and its components and its comparisons in healthy population have been advocated as a possible method of bio-marking as saliva of individuals with diseases may carry certain proteins specific to certain diseases.
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Salivary flora and fauna:
The oral cavity is made up of a large quantity and wide variety of bacteria.
Some micro-organisms commonly found in the oral cavity are streptococcus salivarius that belong to the Viridans group of streptococci and can supposedly be identified by colony morphology on Mitis Salivarius on agar plates. 11 More than often saliva is contaminated by the bacteria present in the oral cavity. If this saliva is transferred on to the skin, and it has salivary markers along with the normal constituents of saliva, then it is possible to identify a suspect based on that information 4 . These salivary contents could also transfer on to the micro openings formed on the skin during biting and hence could result in an infection. Brown et al (1983) tried to understand the possibility of fingerprinting bacteria present in saliva to be used as an assistance in bite mark cases when saliva has been left on the skin for prolonged periods and still could be recovered and information collected from it. Salivary markers have also been tested for their ability to detect breast cancer in concurrence with mammography. c-erbB-2 is a prognostic proteome proposed for use in detection and identification of malignant tumours in women.
Conclusion
Systemic diseases are known to manifest irregularities in the head and neck region and the oral cavity in particular. Advanced clinical research in identifying saliva markers that may be used in the identification of diseases is strongly recommended. This would enable wider use of saliva and at some stage may even replace invasive methods of collection of specimen used in detecting and diagnosing diseases. Apart from acting as a diagnostic tool, saliva biomarkers may also be used in forensics, not only in cases involving bitemarks but also in general identification of people and in situations of mass disasters. By matching salivary biomarkers for any particular disease and tracking that disease to hospital visits and hence arriving at a positive identification, these biomarkers may be used to identify people who's DNA are not on any database.
Identifying salivary biomarkers that may be used in detecting and diagnosing systemic diseases based on the relativity between a specific disease and salivary protein changes seen shall surely provide a head start in fighting the disease, but may also provide vital information in identifying a person involved in crime.
It is not always necessary that a person had his/her disease tested and is a known patient, but this method would surely act as a positive reinforcement in the identification process where every bit of information is important and time saving. 
